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ON THE PRINCIPLES WHICH MEN USE FoR! do sacrifice to the Lord. His excuse for vi- 
SELF-JUSTIFICATION. olating the express command of God, was, 
Ever since and at the fall, man has view- | that he might have wherewith to sacrifice to 
ed himself a guilty creature. Adam and’ him. 1 Sam. xv. chap. 
Eve manifested this guilt, when they hid| Some justify themselves in iniquity, not 
themselves in the garden; and their poste-! only in procuring sacrifices for God, as 
rity, ever since, have, in different ways,; Saul, but in defaming and destroying men, 
discovered that they, likewise, were guilty who differ from them in principle, like the 
creatures. A sense of guilt accompanied: Pharisees. They think from this, that they 
the first transgression, and has been its in-! cre doing God service. From this source, 
separable companion to the present time.’ persecution has mainly arisen. Away with 
The monitor, in the breast of every man, such men, for it is not fit that they should 
does not fail to point out guilt to the per-' live, is the language of such persecutors ; 
petrators of wickedness, and to harrass his’ and while they speak all manner of evil 
mind with fear and shame. ‘against them falsely, and are imbruing 
It is true, that there are times, when men’ their hands in their blood, they flatter them- 
seem to commit crimes without remorse ;, selyes that they are doing an acceptable 
but even, in such circumstances, they are; service to the Deity, and performing their 
not entirely insensible to guilt: there is not, duty to man. 
with men, in such cases, that peace of mind,! ‘This has been a weak and wicked excuse 
which is attendant on virtue, nor is there , of men in all ages of the world, in commit- 
that calmness and self approbation, which ting the most atrocious acts of barbarity 
arises from a consciousness of well doing. ; and cruelty. To what can the cruel misre- 










Besides, the same persons, in the time of 
danger, when death or some other great ca- 
lamity appear to be near, will, not only dis-| 
cover their guilt involuntarily, but will like-. 
wise confess their guilt and call earnestly 
for mercy. 

Thus there is no man, who is wholly and 
perpetually insensible to guilt. Guilt is, in 
a greater or lesser degree, the unerring com- 
panion of crimes. 

it is natural to suppose, and our expe- 
rience teaches us, that men of guilt are na- 
turally inclined to act on some principles as 
a ground of self-justification. Feeling guilty, 
they wish to lessen its degree, and, if pos- 
sible to cast their blame somewhere, or to 
impute it to some latent or hidden cause, 
by which they, in a great degree, may be 
exonerated. Thus Adam endeavored to 
shift his blame on Eve, and Eve to cast 
hers on the serpent: the serpent beguiled 
me, said Eve, and I did eat. The woman 
thou gavest to me, said Adam, gave me of 
the tree, and T did eat. 

Some justify themselves in disobedience, 
from the principle, that they acted for the 
interest of the Almighty. Thus Saul, when 

he was sent utterly to destroy Amalek, 





saved the best of the sheep and the oxen to 


presentations of the present day be attribut- 
ed but to this same principle ! 

If men did but realize, that misrepresent- 
ation was near neighbor to downright false- 


i hood, it should seem that they no longer 


could suppose, that God could be pleased 
with such a justification as this. Dut it can 
be accounted for on no other principle than 


| this, viz. they think that God is altogether 


such an one as themselves. 

Lastly, many justify themselves in ini- 
quity, by bitterly crying out against crimes 
in others, of which they themselves are 
guilty ; as though their bitter invectives a- 
gainst sins in others, would hide or palliate 
the same in themselves. 

The jnnovations, which the Pharisees 
pretended our Saviour made in religion, 
could be no greater than those they had ac- 
tually made in the Law; yet, they bitterly 
cryed out against him, with the undoubted 
view of cloaking their wickedness under a 
great zeal of bearing testimony against him. 
So the thief, the murderer, the liar, the rob- 
ber, &c. who have not been detected, wil! 
be most violent in their invectives agains: 
those who are; as a pretence to cover or 
extenuate the same crimes of which they 
themselves are guilty. 
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It is on this principle, that men, like-' 
wise, may deceive themselves in their abun- 
dant zeal to support the doctrine of the in- 
finite evil of sin, its cesert of eternal punish- 
ment, and that such punishment will be in- 
flicted. Such denunciations against others, 
looks like self-justification, and argues, that 
the bold and harsh propagator of this doc- 
trine would palliate his own crimes, by be- 
ing a zealous advocate against his neigh- 
bors. ; 

This may deceive men for a time, but it 
never can deceive our Maker. 

Remarks.—It is the folly of men to en-, 
deavor to cover their sins; but we can. 
never do this to any real or lasting advan- 
tage. Our sins, we are informed, will as- 
suredly ‘find us out.” The wise king Solo-, 
mon tells us, “that he, that covereth his, 
sins shall not prosper, but he, that confes- | 
seth and forsaketh them, shall find mercy.” ; 

As sin is the cause, of which misery is 
the effect, it is certain that all endeavors to 


hide or extenuate our crimes shows the fol-. 
ly of mankind; the only way to be free' 
irom the consequences of sin, is to forsake | 


sin itself. In sin we are no where promised 
happiness or salvation; but Jesus is the; 
great Saviour, who saves us fro our sins. 

The folly of endeavoring to justify our- 
selves in sin, on any principle, appears 


from this, that the Almighty can never be! 
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then, according to Daniel, the kingdom and 
the greatness of the kingdom under the 
whole heaven shall be given to the people 
of the saints of the Most High, whose king- 
dom is an everlasting kingdom, and all do. 
minion shall serve and obey him. 

I fix the period of the judgment of the 
Apostles, as above related, because the uni- 
versal knowledge of the Lord, among all 
nations, is a consequence of this judgment, 
and will commence at, or about the year 
2000 of the christian era. The thousand 
years mentioned, are what is called the 
millenium, commencing at the year 2000 
and ending with the year 5000 ; the bind- 
ing of Satan will take place at the begin- 
ning of the thousand years and end with 
them, when he will be loosed for a little 
season. During this period universal peace 
and harmony will prevail; the nations shaii 
lay aside war, and the implements of death 
shall be converted into those of husbandry ; 
and the earth shall be full of the knowledge 
and glory of the Lord. 

The first resurrection is to be understood 
in two senses. First, in the renewal of the 
heart and affections, and the enlightening of 
the understanding, answering to the idea of 
a spiritual resurrection from a state of death 
in sin to a state of spiritual life. Thus Paul 
to the Colossians, iii. chap. 1 verse. If ye 
then be risen with Christ, seek those things 





deceived. Nothing can be hidden from the 


notice of his all seeing Eye; and it is cer-: 
tain, that there is nothing covered, that shall | 


which are above, &c. By this resurrection, 
men are raised to a state of far greater en- 
joyment than they did or could experience 


not be revealed, and hid, that shall not be| in their state of death in sin. Secondly, the 


known. Epiror. 


On the 4th, 5th and 6th verses of the 20th 
chapter of the Revelation of St. John. 


(Concluded from page 210.) 


The thrones mentioned, verse 4th, and 
those sitting on them, and the judgment 
is, according to Daniel, the judgment of the 
Apostles, figuratively sitting on twelve} 
thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 
This is the doctrines and truths of christian- 
ity by which the world was judged. These 
doctrines first becan their operations among 
the tribes of Israel, then spread among the 
Geutiles, carrying light and conviction to 
the understanding, and joy to millions : the 
Gentile Church has thus been gathered on 
the foundation of the Apostles and Pro- 
phets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief 
corner stone. The prevalence of these doc- 
trines must be calculated from the Apostles’ 
days, till the 1260 years of the seventh 


first resurrection respects those martyrs, 
who had suffered death for the truth of 
Christ, whose bodies being dead and dis- 
posed of in the earth and sea, will be re- 
animated or raised to life again, at the com- 
mencement of the 1000 years. These shall 
live and reign with Christ during the 1000 
years. 

Those, who live not again till the 1000 
years are finished, are all the dead excepting 
those mentioned, who were raised at the 
commencement of the 1000 years. 

Those, who are deceived comprehend 
the whole world of mankind: for the “whole 
world has been deceived,” though many, in 
this life have been, in a great degree, freee 
from this deception. 

How are they deceived? Ans. By the 
use and influence of error instead of truth; 
of darkness instead of light; by the sub- 
jection and inclination of the creature te 
vanity. 

Who is the devil, that deceived them? 





head of the Beast has completed its reign : 





Ans. We read that the heart is deceitful 
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above all things and desperately wicked, To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 
and that none can sufficiently know it:) 


that we are led away by our own lusts, and 
that when we are tempted, it is by our own 
lusts and enticements; consequently, the 
devil is, human depraved nature, enticing 
and leading men to unlawful and forbidden 
things; darkening and deceiving the under- 
standing with respect to their duty and true 
interests. 

Obj. How can this be true, since Adam 
and Eve were made without this corrupt 
nature, and consequently, that that could 
not lead them astray. 


Ans. Though they were not made with ; 


this corrupt nature as to its act, yet they 
were made subject to this vanity, whenever 
they did act; consequently, their first act 
of disobedience proceeded from a previous 
desire of going counter to the prohibition. 
Lust when it conceived, brought forth sin, 
and sia when it was finished brought forth 
death. This is the origin of sin and the 
devil. 

What was the lake of fire into which 
he was cast ? It was the destruction of sin 
and of the devil. The destruction of death 
and hell or the grave, are represented by 
their being cast into the lake of fire, which 
is here called the second death. Rev. xx. 
14. 

The chaff, the tares, &c. are represented 
as being burnt up with unquenchable fire ; 
these represent sin, which will be destroy- 
ed: so the devil will be destroyed by the 
spirit of the Lord and the brightness of his 
‘appearing. 

The second death appears to me to have 
two distinct meanings in this Book. In the 
6th verse of the 20th chapter, it must mean 
the christian apostacy or falling away from 
the truths of the Gospel under popery in the 
dark ages. That in the 14th verse of the 
same chapter must mean the destruction of 
natural death and the grave, called hell; 
which must mean the resurrection ; for by 
the resurrection, death and the grave or hell 
are both destroyed. 

To C.iericus.—Sir—Being unable to 
be so particular as IT would wish on ac- 
count of my health, I have only hinted at 
the ideas contained in your communication. 
If you wish for any thing more fully on 
these subjects, you will be pleased to be 
communicative. Epiror. 





The misbelieving do more mischief with 
the morals of the world, than the unbeliev- 
ing: So the selfrighteous man, is more un- 
Dending in error than the profligate. 





Sir—On perusing the 13th No. of vol. 
Ay. of the Gospel Herald, I have been 
agreeably entertained with some remarks 

which follow two excellent letters addressed 
to the Rev. Wm. A M*Dowell, which pur- 
port to have been written by our Br. Wm. ; 
Woolley ef Morristown. 

It appears from the “ letters,” that the ; 
Rev. Mr. M‘Dowell is a gentleman who 
believes in the modern orthodox faith ; and 
that Mrs. Woolley is a member of his 
church, but has recently been bfought to 
see the marvellous goodness of God, and 
consequently has rejected the dogma of 
endless misery. From the letters, we learn 
that she was at the time laboring under an 
illness, and was anxious to receive a visit 
from the Rev. Mr. M‘D. but, although he 
was seen to pass their door, he was not 
disposed to comply with the reasonable re- 
quest contained in Br. W’s communications. 

As the conduct of this Rev. gentleman is 
not dissimilar to that of many others who 
profess to imitate the blessed Jesus, I take 
the liberty to request you to copy into your 
useful paper, the remarks of the editor 
which follow the statement of the above cir- 
cumstance, presuming they will be inte- 
resting to most of your readers. 

Yours, &c. E. 
REMARKS. 

Whatever may be the real merits or mo- 
tives of professors and preachers of the 
Christian Religion, so called, they invari- 
ably strive “to make clean the outside of 
the platter.” They profess to have the Lord 
Jesus Christ for their pattern, and to imi- 
tate him, both in his principles and prac- 
tice. Although it is not in our province to 
sit in judgment on our fellow sinners, much 
less to condemn them to an eternal (or end- 
less) hell, for differing with us in sentiment. 
still we are authorized to decide on the con- 
duct of professors of religion, and mark the 
difference which may exist between then 
and the Lord whom they profess to serve 
and imitate. ‘There is an obvious reason for 
this. When men are held up as examples, 9 
and they boldly claim respect for their h«- 
liness, and attention to their commands an:. 
exhortations, predicating the whole upo.. 
the sacredness of their office, their learnin: 
wisdom, and goodness, it is proper that the: 7 
pretensions should be weighed in an even i SU) 
balance, and their merits appear as hones: 
ly possessed, as they are strenuously con. 
tended for. 4 

We have heard of those who call straic:' - 
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ness, and darkness light. Good evil, and 
evil good. If our present lucubrations 
should fall into the hands of this descrip- 
tion of Christians, we shall expect no mer- 
cy for ourselves, nor approbation for our 
truth. For those who call good evi/, and 
evil good, as a matter of course, will pre- 
serve their consistency and condemn every 
thing which assimilates with the honesty, 
the meekness, and the love of Christ. The 
tables will be turned in their mind, ina 
moment. To be the reverse of every thing 
compatible with humanity and the Chris- 
tian character, with these _logicians will be 
good, while every Godlike sentiment and 
action, will be stigmatized as evil. 

We purpose to address ourselves, res- 
pectfully, to the Rev. Mr. M‘Doweil, as be- 
ing the chief of the opposing party. And 
we declare, at the onset, that we mean no 
offence. We shall “ use great plainness of 
speech.” Our reason follows—Mr. M‘D. is 
a man of like passions, and as much inte- 
fested for himself as others can be for him. 
Besides, we wish him to understand us. 
We would do him good. Ifhe has any ex- 
ciescences which shoot out of a corrupt 
heart and imagination, the sooner they are 
lopped off the better. If he is a good tree, 
stately, comely, and so forth, the axe will 
pass without wounding, and leave even his 
bark unhurt. If, on the other hand, his eye 
has offended, he had better pluck it out. 
For it is better for him to enter into the 
kingdom of God with one eye, than having 
two eyes, to be cast into hell fire. (Mark 
ix. 

ae Sir——When the Lord Jesus Christ 
was upon earth, he conducted in a manner, 
which, if you were to imitate, would not 


wen =e ee ee ew ee ee 


But Jesus, the meek and lowly lamb of God 
addressing a mixed multitude, said, One 
is your Master Chri-t; and all ye are bre- 
thren. And call no man your father upon 
the earth; for one is your Father which is 
in heaven.” Matt. xxiii. We appeal to you, 
Sir, and ask, Is not this very different from 
your advice, recently given to your congre- 
gation, when you exhorted them not to have 
any intercourse whatever with Universal- 
ists, neither in the ordiwary civilitics and 
sociabilities of life, nor in marriage? Was 
there not something of the PAarisee in this ? 
Do you imitate Christ, when you neglect 
and refuse to visit a sick woman, and that 
woman a member of your church, because 
she differs in her religious opinions with 
you? Is not your conduct precisely the 
same with those Jews, who said, “ Stand 
by, come not near unto me, for J am holier 
than thou ?” 

Sir, “ This wisdom descendeth not from 
above, but is earthly, scnsual, devilish. For 
where envy and strife 7s there 7s confusion 
and every evil work. But the wisdom that 
is from above, is first pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of 
mercy and good fruits, without partiality, 
and without hypocrisy.” (James iii. 152 
17.) We leave you to judge for yourself, 
Sir, whether your wisdom is “ easy to be 
entreaied,” taking Mrs. Woolley’s case ine 
to view, and whether it is “ full cf mercy,” 
&e. “without partiality and without hy- 
| pocrisy.”” Or whether you were not influe 
| enced by the wisdom which is from beneath, 
| which is neither gentle nor easy to be ene 

treated, and is empty of mercy, partial, &c. 
We are not yet your judge. To your God 
you stand or fall. And farther, Sir, we as- 





disgrace you. He went about doing good, ; sure you, that were your conduct more sige 


and healing all manner of diseases. [le vi- 





nificant of hatred ard malice than it is at 


sited sinners! Strange to relate, he never); present, and your words more bitter, we 
refused the invitations and solicitations of ; should pity your blindness, and not consign 
sinners, however they might have differed you to an endless hell! We consider you 
from him in sentiment, even in health, but as a brother, but at present a very unkind 
visited them, and eat and drank at their; one. And we rejoice even of you, that your 
tables. In sickness, his ready feet arid wil-| works shall be tried by fire, and you will 
ling mind, moved to the house of the wick- | be.saved. “ For if any man’s work shall be 
ed, and the vilest were not beneath his no-| burned, he shall suffer loss ; but Ae himself 
tice. True, the holy men of the day, the shallbe saved; yet so as by fire.” (1 Cox. 
Pharisees, whom Christ called serpents, iii.) To this purifying fire we consign you, 
and a generation of vipers, reproved him, Sir, while you, horrible to relaic, consign 


and spoke reproachfully of him, because he us to interminable burnings!!! O horri- 
‘noticed sinners. Never did the mouth of ble! O most horrible! If to do this, Sir, is 


Jesus utter reproof so pointedly against any to be “full of mercy,” pray tell, we be- 
class of men, as against the pious men, the seech, what it is to have no mercy ? 

Pharisees of old! They, hypocrites as they! There is one feature in your ministration 
were, made great pretensions, exalted them- which deserves special notice. You, Sir, 


_ selves, and stigmatized and debased others. | advise and exhort your congregation not te 
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year Universalists preach. And you, and. strengthen their faith. Having once eaten 
the active members of your church, use all! the true dread, they will identity husks in 
‘our influence to enslave the minds of the a moment. We have no fears on that head. 





inhabitants of Morristown generally, andto Our brethren of our faith, are too well 
prevent their reading or hearing any thing taught to be confined in leading-strings / 
explanatory of our faith. Pray, sir, is error Their faith is too strong to be shaken by 
so potent that you dare not meet it? Or,“ every wind of doctrine.” And it inspires 
have you doubés of your own correctness,‘ more courage than to flee with an impreg- 
and fear to come to the light, lest your nable armour for their defence. Sir, truth, 
deeds should be reproved? Permit us to; like its Omnipotent Author, will prevail. It 
tell you, Sir, that this conduct is an evi-: shines with undiminished lustre. Its corrus- 


dence of want of sincerity. Christ and his 


! ° +7 . ° ° ° 
cations illuminate the mind, and its influ- 


apostles were in the constant practice of vi-;ences inspire the soul with vigor. At its 


siting the Jewish synagogues. They availed 
themselves of all opportunities to instruct 
the people. The. truths they taught will 
never suffer by comparison with error. If, 
Sir, your armour is good, why shun the 
combat? Are not you afraid that your 
shield will be pierced, and your helmet 
broken on your head? Are you not accou- 
tred with poor weapons, and pregnable ar- 
mour, and fear the issue of an encounter ? 
Paul describes the Christian’s armeur and 
weapons. They never failed; and the 
wearer of them, never turned his back to 
an enemy. Sir, we read, “ The wicked flee 
when no man pursueth; but the righteous 
re bold as a lion.” 

Are your people so ignorant of the truth, 
hat you dare not trust them to hear a doc- 
rine which you say is contrary to Seripture, 
ad cannot be supported? Sir, the mental 
1an must be fed with necessary food as well 
sthe physical man. So long as you pre- 
ire mental food im sufficient quantity, and 
{ proper quality to nourish your hearers, 
ou necd not fear their leaving your table. 
vat if you feed them with husks, there is 
reat danger of their leaving you when they 
an find bread to eat! We must confess 
‘our policy is good, and verifies the decla- 
ation, that “the children of this world are 
i their generatioa wiser than the children 
flight.” For, Sir, wien your hearers eat 
f*the bread of God, which is he who 
meth down from heaven and giveth life 
nto the world,’ (all men,) they will no 
ger relish the mouldy husks of Calvin 
id Hopkias! You therefore do well, so 
ras your present interest and views are 
ncerned, (contrary to the cause of Christ 
id the world,) to pursue your old course, 
dto keep the veil on the faces of your 
‘Ople. 

Now, Sir, consider the course we recom- 
end. We tell all Universalists, that Truth 
stronger than error. We advise them, oc- 













‘approach, fear and doubt, disappear like 
the mists of the morning. Our faith is a ce- 
lestial telescope of such magnitude, that it 
pierces the horizon of time—penetrates the 
darkest clouds—& beyond the atmospheres 
‘of doubt and uncertainty, rests in other 
worlds, and explores new and brighter hea- 
;vens. What is yours? Is is not a mixture 


lof fearful uncertainty for yourself; and a 


black and horrible reality for others? Your 
very heaven a bereaved place, where the 
sensibilities of its, inmates must be blunted 








to possess a stoical joy, or it would ring 
with wretchedness for the fate of damned 
millions, for separated mothers and children! 

To convince you, Sir, of the different 
spirit inculcated by the different doctrines 
advocated by you and us, we inform you, 
that, notwithstanding you have exerted 
yourself to prevent your congregation and 
others from hearing the advocates of our 
faith at Morristown, if you will visit this ci- 
ty, you shall be provided with a house to 
speak in, and, if you will undertake to dis- 
prove the doctrine of the salvation of alZ 
men, a numerous audience also. At least, 
we feel authorized to say on behalf of our 
brethren, that they would have the courage, 
and are sufficiently independent to hear 
you! More than this: A competent steno- 
grapher shall be provided, (if there is one 
in the city,) and you preach extempore, and 
your sermon published, and circulated, with 
afew remarks, gratuitously, to the mem- 
bers of your congregation. Or, Sir, if you 
prefer it, you may make the same offer, and 
it will be accepted. lf our doctrine is erro- 
neous, the sooner it is proved to be so, fle 
better. If it is truth, the sooner all men ac- 
knowledge it to be truth, and embrace it, the 
better. Truth can be defended. Any doc- 


trine that will not stand the test of the clos- 
est scrutiny, is good for nothing. 

To Mr. M‘D.’s congregation we say, 
Paui’s exhortation is, “ Prove all things ; 





sionally, to hear the preaching of the a 
‘9 orthodox clergymen, because it will! 





hold fast that which is good.” But how can 
you prove all things, if you hear only ony 


¥ 
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thing ? How can you reconcile the exhor- 
tation of the apostle, with your minister’s 
narrow views and prohibitions? How can 
you believe that doctrine to be good, which 
will not stand the test.of scrutiny ? How can 
you confide in a doctrine, which its advo- 
cates dare not risk in open day, to candid 
and fair discussion ? How can you find rest 
to your souls, under the shelter of a bram- 
ble ? whose points tear your mind at every 
movement, and lacerate your hearts with 
cruel uncertainty? A doctrine, which its 
most learned avocates know cannot be de- 
fended by scripture, and which reason 
teaches, is at war with every humane senti- 
ment and social principle. This is truth. 
Under its influence, your pastor has ex- 
horted you to become uncharitable and un- 
kind. The poison of its tendency is already 


( Concluded from our Last. ) 


for I was his next door neighbor 3 year; 
Also another justice spoke to the same ef. 
fect. Then the judge spoke to me :—\, 
Elwali, I perceive you have studied yer; 
deeply into this controversy ; but have yoy 
ever consulted any of our reverend clergy, 
and bishops of the church of England? J 
answered, yes, I have ; and among others, 
the Archbishop of Canterbury himself,with 
whom I have exchanged ten letters, viz. 4 
I have had from him, and 6 he has had from 





visible in his own conduct, having steeled 
his heart to violate his promise, to avoid | 
the bed of sickness, and to neglect visiting | 
‘2 member of his own church. Can a good 
tree produce such fruit? God “ maketh his | 
sun to shine on the evil and on the good, ' 
and sendeth rain on the just and on the un- 
just. For if ye love them which love you, 
what reward have ye? do not even the 
publicans the same? And if ye salute your 
brethren only, what do ye more? do not 
even the publicans so? Be ye therefore per- 
fect, even as [whom ? the Rev. W. A. M‘- 
Dowell? No!] your Father which is in 
heaven is perfect.” (Matt. v.) 

We have said, we are not the Rev. Mr. 
M‘D.’s judge. We hope he is conscientious- 
ly sincere in all his motives and principles. 
But, we do say, that any clergyman who 
refuses to hear those of another persuasion 
4n defence of their doctrine, and who pub- 
licly misrepresents them, and uses all his 
influence to prejudice the public mind 
against them, is, with all his sincerity, con- 
ducting very differently from the commands 
of Jesus Christ. For “ye have not so 
learned Chris‘; if so be that ye have 
heard him, and have been taught by him, 
as the truth is in Jesus. That ye put off 
concerning the former conversation, the old 
man, which is corrupt according to the de- 
ceitful lusts; und be renewed in the spirit 
of your mind; and that ye put on the new 
man, which after God is created in right- 
eousness, and true holiness. Wherefore, put- 
ting away lying, speak every man truth 
with his neighbour: for we are members 
one of another. Be ye angry and sin not: 
let not the sun go down upon your wrath: 
neither give place to the devil.” (Eph. iv. 
e0—27,) 


me. [At which words, all the priests star. 
ed very earnestly.] Well, says the judge, 
and was not the Archbishop able to give 
you some satisfaction in these points, Mr. 
Elwall ? I said ne ; but rather quite the 
reverse ; for that in all the letters I senttle 
archbishop, I grounded my arguments upot 
the word of God, and his prophets, Chris 
and his apostles ; but in his letters to me, 
he referred me to acts of parliament, and 
declarations of state, etc. whereas I told the 
bishop, in one of my letters, that I wonder 
ed that a man of his natural and acquired 
bilities, should be so weak as to turn meo 


_ ver to human authorities, in things of a ¢i- 
‘vine nature ; for though in all things of 


temporal nature, and concern the civil soci« 
ety, “I will be subject to every ordinance 
of man for the Lord’s sake ; even from the 
king upon the threne, down to the meanest 
officer in the land ; but in things that are of 
a spiritual nature, and concern my faith; 
my worship of God, and future state, I would 
“ call no man father here upon earth,” n0t 
regard either popes or councils, prelates ® 
priests of any denomination, nor convoc 
tions, nor assemblies of divines ; but ob 
God and his prophets, Christ and his ap 
tles.” Upon which the judge answered, wt 
if his Grace of Canterbury was not able t0 
give you satisfaction, Mr. Elwall, I betier 
{ shall not ; and so sat down and rested 1!” 
for think he had stood up for more than@ 
hour and a quarter. ihe 

Then he stood up again, and turning © 
the priests, talked softly to them. I didn 
hear what he said, or what they said to his 
but I guessed from what the judge said “ 
for, says he, Mr. Elwall, you cannot but 
sensible that what you have writ, bemg © 


4eones 
eget; 


trary to the commonly received doct! 


THE TRIUMPH OF TRUTH 


After I had ended my speech, a justice 
of the peace, one Rupert Humpatch, gor up 
went to the judge, laid his hand upon the 
judge’s shoulder, and said, my lord, I know 
this man to be an honest man ; and what} 
say, I speak not by hearsay,but experience: | 
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ihe church, it has given offence to some of 
~our neighbors, and particularly to the cler- 
av 3 are you willing to promise, before the 
jace of the country here, that you will not 
write any more on this head? I answered, 
God forbid that I should make thee any 
such promise ; for when I wrote this book, 
I did it in the fear of God; and I did not 
write it to please the church of Rome, nor 
the church of England, nor the church of 
Scctland ; but to please that God who gave 
me my breath ; and therefore, ifat any time 
I find myself drawn forth to write in defence 
of this sacred first commandment, or any of 
the ten, I hope I shall do it in the same spir- 
it as I have done this. And I perceived 
the judge was not in any way displeased at 
my honest, plain and bold answer, but ra- 
ther his heart seemedto be knit in love to 
me; and he soon declared me acquitted : 
and the clerk of the arraigns, or assizes, 
stood up, and said, Mr. Elwall, you are ac- 
quitted ; you may go out of court when you 
please. 

So I went away thro’ a very great crowd 
of people, (for it was thought there was a 
thousand people at the trial,) and having 
spoken long I wasa thirst, so went to a well 
and drank. Then went out of town by the 
river side, and looking about and seeing no 
one near, I kneeled down on the bank of the 
river and sent up my thank offering to that 
good God who had delivered me out of their 
hands. 

By the time that I returned to the town, 
the court was up and gone to dinner ; a jus- 
tice of the peace and another person met 
me, and would have me to eat and drink 
with them, which I did; and afterwards as 
i was walking along the street,some persons 
hove up a great sash window and invited 
me up to them, and when I entered the 
room, I found ten or a dozen persons, most 
of them justices of the peace, amongst them 
a priest, whom they called Doctor. One of 
the justices took me by the hand, and said, 
Mr. Elwall, I am heartily glad to see you, 
and I was glad to hear you bear your testi- 
mony so boldly as you did. Yea, says an- 
other justice, and I was glad to see Mr. El- 

vall come off with flying colors as he did. 

Upon which the priest said, (ina very 
witter manner,) “ He ought to have been 
hanged.” I turned unto him, and said, 
Sriend,I perceive “ thou dost not know what 
“pirit thou artof: for the son of map came 
not to destroy, but to save,” but thou would- 
est have me destroyed. Upon which one 
of the justices said, “ How now, Doctor,did 





you not hear one of the justiccs say. that he 
‘ 


ee 


was an honest man, and that what he said» 
was not by hearsay, but by experience, and 
would you have an honest man hanged,Doc 
tor? Is this good doctrine :” So that the 
priest said but little more for some time. 

So I took leave of the justices, and took 
horse for Wolverhampton, for I knew there 
would be great joy in my family, for the 
common people all expected to hear of my 
being fined and imprisoned. But a farmer 
that lived near, who had been upon the jury 
at Stafford got to town before me, and the 
people went all up and asked him, what 
have they done to Mr. Elwall? Have they 
puthim in prison? He answered “no, be 
preached there an hour together, and our 
parsons could say never a word. What must 
they put him in prison for? I told our fore- 
man of the jury, Mr. Elwall was an honest 
man, and his father was an honest man, I 
knew him very well.” So they were all 
damped. But there was great joy in my 
family,and amongst all my friends. Praises, 
living praises be attributed to that good God 
who delivered me out of their hands! 

Christ never told us that scandalous, pop- 
ish invention, of his human nature praying 
to his divine nature: but, like a true obedi- 
ent son of God, submitted to death, even 
that cruel death, which the hatred and envy 
of persecuting wicked priests inflicted on 
him, because he had so plainly and truly 
told them all their blindness, covetousness, 
pride and hypocrisy. And therefore God 
raised him from the dead ; and for his faith- 
fulness, God has exalted him to be a prince 
and a Saviour to all those that obey that 
pure doctrine which God gave him to teach; 
that denying ungodliness and sinful lusts, 
we should live soberly and righteously in 
this world. ‘Then we are his disciples in- 
deed, when we do those things that he hath 
commanded. Then shall we be saved, not by 
the merits of Christ, that is another popish 
invention ; for he never did any thing but 
what it was his duty to do, and therefore 
could not merit any thing for others ; but 
he taught us the true way to find acceptance 
with God, and that was by “doing the will 
of his Father,which is in heaven; and there- 
in he is the way, the truth, and the life, be- 
cause no one cometh unto the Father, but 
by that way.” 

Neither did he make satisfaction unto 
God for us. It was impossible ; and what God 
never required: But “ he who had no plea- 
sure in the death of sinners, but rather that. 
they should turn from wickedness and live,” 
out of the immeasurable height and depth of 
his love. directed our Lord Jesus Christ to 
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teach mankind a never failing way of being! upon Jesus Christ, does egregiously abuse 
reconciled to God, and that was by sincere him; who told us plainly, “ his Father was 


repentance and reformation. 
gospel or good tidings of Jesus Christ, “Re- 
pent ye, for the kingdom of heaven 1s at 
hand.” He tells us, “ I am not come to call 


the righteous, but sinners to repentance 5” 


and by that beautiful excellent parable of| 


the prodigal son, he illustrates the tender 
mercy of his God, and our God, of his Fa- 
ther, and our Father, without any satisfac- 
tion. The compassionate Father requir- 
ed none at all, but humble confession and 
submission, with sincere repentance and 
reformation, and then ¢omes the “ best 
robe, the. ring, the shoes and the fatted 
calf,” to demonstrate the paternal accep- 
tance without satisfaction or sacrifice, ‘ but 
a broken and contrite heart,” which he will 
never refuse; for he can as soon cease to 
be God, as cease to be merciful. 

And asto the Trinitarians, nothing is 
more plain, than that they feed upon ashes; 
“a deceived heart hath turned them aside,” 
because they will not make use of those ra- 
tional faculties which God hath given them; 
nor say, “Is there not a lie in my right 
hand ©” otherwise they would never flatter 
the humble Jesus, nor make the most High 
God to be a plurality of persons. 

For as to the Holy Ghost (their third 
God) it is evidently no distinct person from 
God, any more than a man’s spirit is a dis- 
tinct person from the man; so that the spi- 
rit of God is God’s spirit; as is manifest 
from scripture and reason, Gen. vi. 3. “ My 
spirit shall not always strive with man,— 
And the spirit of God moved upon the face 
of the waters: And God said, let there be 
light, and there was light. And God said, 
iet there be a firmament in the midst of the 
waters. And God made all things by the 
word of his power.” So that the word of 
<zod and the spirit of God, are not distinct 
persons from God. So the word of a man 
and the spirit of a man, are not distinct per- 
sons from the man, but the man himself; if 
his word be false, or his spirit be wicked, 
the man is false and wicked. 

The same degree of stupidity that leads 
Trinitarians to call the word of God, and 
the spirit of God, distinct persons, would 
tead them to call the wisdom of God, the 
goodness of God, the love of God, the peace 
of God, the power of God, and the mercy 
of God, distinct persons; and make God 
to be a trinity of trinities: for it is certain, 
God is expressly called by those names. 

But whosoever goes about to father this 
absurd and horrid doctrine of the Trinity! 





This was the | greater than he; and that he could do noth. 


ing of himself,” which is a demonstratioy, 
that he is not God: For we are sure God 
is omnipotent, and can do all things of him. 


self; being self existent and independent, 


the supreme Creator of the universe; and 
in that it is, that the Unitarians triumph as 
unanswerable, believing in Jesus Christ, 
who told us his Father was “ the only true 
God.” John xvii. 3. By these last words of 
Christ, I myself was convinced many years 
ago. 


——— a 


For the Gospel Advocate. 


It would doubtless be interesting to a ra- 
tional, reasoning community, to read the 
remarks of the celebrated Doct. Darwin, 
upon a disease of volition, termed Orci ti. 
mor, or, the fear of hell. We therefore give 
below his history of the origin, causes and 
consequences, and cure of that awful mala- 
dy, described in the second volume of his 
Zoonomia, page 476. 

The fear of hell.—Many theatric preach- 
ers among the —- successfully 
inspire this terror, and live comfortably up- 
on the folly of their hearers. In this kind 
of madnegs the poor patients frequently com- 
mit suicide ; although they believe they run 
headlong into hell, which they dread! Such 
is the power of oratory, and such the abili- 
ty of the human understanding ! 

Those who suffer under this insanity, are 
generally the most innocent and harmless 
people ; who are then liable to accuse them- 
selves of the greatest imaginary crimes, and 
have so much intellectual cowardice, that 
they dare not reason about those things, 
which they are directed by their priests to 
believe ; however contadictory to human 
apprehension, or derogatory to the great 
Creator of all things. ‘The maniacal hallu- 
cination at length becomes so painful, that 
the poor insane flies from life to become free 
from it. 

Cure.—When the intellectual cowardice 
is great, the voice of reason is ineflectual ; 
but that of ridicule may save many from 
those mad making doctors; though it is too 
weak to cure those, who are already hallv- 
cinated. Foote’s farces are recommended 
for this purpose. 
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